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Biden’s classified
document fiasco News

The White House went into damage-control mode after
embarrassing revelations that about 16 classified documents
had been found at President Biden’s private Washington, D.C.,
office and Wilmington, Del., home.

Government
Politics
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Western nations
expand military
aid to Ukraine News

The U.S. began Patriot missile training for Ukrainian forces, and
the U.K. announced it was sending tanks, as deadly Russian
missile attacks and a possible new offensive reignited the
debate in the West about increasing military aid to Ukraine.

World Studies
Government

11
The demise of
local news News The U.S. is losing newspapers at the rate of more than two a

week, at a steep cost to our communities—and our democracy.
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History
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Guns: When the
school shooter is
6 years old Opinion

A six-year-old boy in Newport News, Va., took his mother’s
legally purchased 9mm pistol to school in his backpack and fired
a single round into his first grade teacher, Abby Zwerner,
wounding her seriously but not fatally.
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Hopeful days:
Outlook
improves as
inflation falls

Business

“Predictions of a ‘soft landing’” for the economy are
“proliferating,” said Paul Krugman in The New York Times—and
they are starting to appear justified.

Economics
Business

BRIEFLY: Quick Questions & Ideas To Engage Students

GOP insiders knew
of Santos’ lies
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1. What do you know about New York Congressman George Santos?
2  Why is his campaign considered controversial?
3. Do you think he should be allowed to retain his Congressional seat considering the lies that have been revealed?
4. What do you think would motivate Santos to lie during the campaign?

Beech Grove, Ind.
Not child’s play:

PAGE 7

1. According to the article, what did a toddler do last week that got his father arrested?
2  Do you think his father should have been arrested? Why or why not? If so, what should his punishment be?
3. What, if anything, does this article reveal about our society?
4. What lessons can be learned from this incident?

  Schools sue over
teen media
PAGE 20

1. What do you think this article is about, based on its headline?
2. According to the article, why did a Seattle public school district sue Facebook, Instagram, Tik Tok, Snapchat, YouTube,
and their respective companies?
3. What are your thoughts on the lawsuit?
4. What responsibility, if any, does social media play in the current mental health crisis among teens?

FEATURE OF THE WEEK: The Cover

Invite students to look at this week’s cover and answer the questions.

1. Describe the illustration on this week’s cover.
2. What story from this week’s issue does the illustration represent?
3. What do you think the illustrator’s point of view is about this news story?
4. How and why does the illustrator use techniques like symbolism and
exaggeration in the illustration to express his or her point of view?
5. Invite students to come up with their own headlines for this illustration.



MAIN ACTIVITY OF THE WEEK #1:
Based on the feature, “The U.S. at a glance” (p. 7)

VOCABULARY
infamous, moratorium, convulse, cardigan, dress code, footage, chamber, forgery, unincorporated, ominous, downpours,
paradise, allegedly, sheltering, debris, coroner, reeled

DISCUSS
1. What do the featured stories tell us about our nation?
2. Which story is most surprising to you, and why?
3. Which story most directly impacts your life, and why?

DO

1. Divide students into four groups. On a U.S. map, challenge each group to find the locations of the six cities on the
cards. Challenge each group to match the headlines on the cards with the U.S. cities in which the stories took place.
Justify choices and check answers.
2. Invite each group to select one of the articles for further review. Challenge groups to:
* summarize the story in one sentence.
* identify 1-3 possible causes and 1-3 possible effects of the event.
* identify the primary conflict or issue and who is involved.
* reach consensus, if possible, on a position related to the conflict.
* identify connections between the event and other stories in The Week.
* identify how the event impacts their lives, if at all.
* predict the status of each story one year from now.
3. Direct each group to share its story. What conclusions can students draw about the format used and what criteria editors
likely use to select the cities and/or stories they feature? What conclusions can they draw about our nation at this moment
in time based on these articles?
4. Challenge students to imagine that they must develop a “School or Community at a glance” feature for their school
newspaper. Direct each group to come up with the criteria it will use to select the six stories it will feature. Then, invite
groups to use their criteria to select and report on six stories, using the format from the magazine.
5. Invite each group to present and explain the choices it made.

EXTEND
Invite students to select one of the stories in this week’s “U.S. at a glance.” Encourage them to identify their point of view
related to this story and to create a political cartoon that illustrates that point of view. Students can learn more about how to
create a political cartoon here.

MAIN ACTIVITY  OF THE WEEK #2:
Based on the article, “Guns: When the school shooter is 6 years old” (p. 16)

VOCABULARY
fatally, gun culture, liable, negligence, adolescent, sacrifice, incidentally, psychic, permissive, brandishing, tactical, perpetual,
menace, democratic

DISCUSS
1. What issue in the gun control debate is most important to you?
2. What, if anything, does this news story reveal about our society?

DO

1. Write the text of the Second Amendment, and invite student groups to identify and interpret it: “A well regulated Militia,
being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” DIscuss:
Why did the Framers include this in the Constitution? What do you think its intent was when written? What rights does it
guarantee? How would you interpret it in 2023?
2, Write the following five questions on separate sheets of chart paper, and hang the chart paper around the room.

● At what age should someone be able to own and/or fire a gun?
● What should be the requirements for someone to purchase a gun?
● Should there be a waiting period before someone is allowed to buy a gun? Why or why not? If yes, what should it

be?
● Should parents be required to lock up guns from children?
● Should gun owners be allowed to carry their guns anywhere, including restaurants, stadiums, malls, etc? Explain

your answer.
3. Invite students to do a gallery walk around the room, and write their opinions/answers on each sheet of chart paper. Then,
invite students to do a second gallery walk. This time, invite them to circle the opinion/answer on each sheet with which they
most agree and draw a question mark next to the answer/opinion they are most curious about.
4. Invite students to choose and stand by the question they are most interested in learning more about. Ensure that each
question has at least two students to research it. For their question, invite groups to research and compile the history and
debate around their issue, at least two pieces of data or evidence that supports both sides of that debate, and any current
federal or state (your state) gun laws related to their issue.
5. Direct each group to present its research to the rest of the class. Invite questions and spirited debate.
6. Finally, repeat the chart paper activity with new sheets of chart paper and determine if opinions changed.

EXTEND Invite students to read the article and determine if this news story impacts their opinion on the issue of parents locking up
their guns.

* Note : On your computer or mobile device, click or tap blue links to access linked content. Visit www.theweek.com/teachers to see all our lesson guides.

https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Political-Cartoon
http://www.theweek.com/teachers

