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Democrats
divided as
Congress stops
D.C. crime bill

News

Congress blocked Washington, D.C.’s controversial Revised
Criminal Code Act, as Democrats sought to balance support for
D.C. home rule with fears of being seen as soft on crime.
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DeSantis:
Escalating the
war on free
speech

News

As Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis ramps up a run for the GOP
presidential nomination, he is gleefully using government power
to control the state’s schools, universities, and corporations, and
to wage war on free speech.
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Child labor: The
exploitation of
migrants Opinion

The Biden administration promised a humane change from
Donald Trump’s border policies and exempted unaccompanied
child migrants from immediate expulsion. But with the number of
kids tripling since 2017, the administration “cut back reviews”
that ensured safe placements, a recent New York Times
investigation found. “The result was disastrous.”
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Murdaugh:
Privilege
succumbs to
justice

Opinion

South Carolina lawyer Alec Murdaugh was convicted of
murdering his wife and 22-year-old son, Paul, and sentenced to
life in prison. It was “the longest criminal trial in South Carolina
history,” riveting the country and marking the end “of the nearly
100-year legal reign of the Murdaugh family in the state’s 14th
Circuit.”

Legal Studies

37

Working women:
Burned out in the
corner office Business

An exodus of influential female executives “has the potential to
unwind decades of progress,” said Jennifer Liu in CNBC.com. Business

BRIEFLY: Quick Questions & Ideas To Engage Students

Oceans of the world
Treaty protects

marine life:
PAGE 9

1. What do you think this article is about, based on its headline?
2  What is the United Nations High Seas Treaty?
3. What could be the impacts of this Treaty, both positive and negative?
4. How, if at all, could this Treaty impact your life?

Dangerous hysteria
over China
PAGE 12

1. What claim does the author make in the article? What evidence does he use to support his claim?
2. According to the article, in what ways is China a growing threat?
3. What do you know about the China-Taiwan conflict?
4. How, if at all, could “weaning ourselves off of trade” with China impact your life?

Child labor: The
exploitation of

migrants
PAGE 16

1. What does the phrase, “child labor” means? What categories of rights are traditionally violated in a child labor situation?
2. How would you describe the child labor situation in the article?
3. Why are so many unaccompanied minors coming to the United States? What factors are pushing them to leave their
home countries? What factors are pulling them to America?
4. What opinions presented in the article most align with yours, and why?

FEATURE OF THE WEEK: The Cover

Invite students to look at this week’s cover and answer the questions.

1. Describe the illustration on this week’s cover.
2. What story from this week’s issue does the cover image represent?
3, Who is featured on the cover, and what group does each person in the chairs
represent?
4. What do you think the illustrator’s point of view is about this news story?
5. What techniques does the illustrator use to represent his or her point of view?



MAIN ACTIVITY OF THE WEEK #1:
Based on the article, “DeSantis: Escalating the war on free speech’” (p. 6)

VOCABULARY
escalating, cultural, liberalism, raft, theoretical, authoritarianism, hyperbole, idealogues, estrogen, defamation, libel, bigotry,
discrimination, robust, misinformation, bogus

DISCUSS
1. What values and principles are basic to our constitutional democracy?
2. Why is it important to protect speech, even if that speech is unpopular?

DO

1. Challenge students to name and explain the five basic rights that are outlined in the First Amendment. Note: These
include freedom of religion, speech, press, petition, and assembly. Ask students what they think each of the rights means
and how each is connected to their lives. How would their lives be different if they didn’t have one of these rights? How
would our democracy be impacted if any of these rights were taken away?
2. Lead a discussion about why they think the Founders included freedom of speech in the First Amendment. Explain that
the Founders were concerned with preventing tyranny and they believed that freedom of speech was necessary for a free,
open, and civil society. Freedom of speech protects the right to express our beliefs and ideas through words, actions, or
other methods to communicate. It even protects the right to express unpopular or controversial ideas.
3. Ask students if they think freedom of speech is absolute. Do we have the right to say whatever we want, whenever we
want? If not, what should the limitations be? Invite students to learn about the limitations of free speech and to come up
with an example of each that they have experienced in their own lives or read about in the news.
4. Invite students to read and annotate the article and highlight each time freedom of speech or free speech is referenced
or described. How, if at all, does Gov. DeSantis’ actions related to Disney relate to freedom of speech? How, if at all, does
the proposed Florida law about defamation protections and libel relate to freedom of speech? Direct student pairs to
research the proposed law.
5. Finally, invite students to complete this sentence, “Gov. DeSantis (is/is not) escalating the war on free speech because
_____.

EXTEND
Invite students to research how freedom of speech is protected at your school. Is there a current policy about how they are
allowed to express their opinions, even if unpopular? About what is allowed to be written in the school newspaper or
yearbook? About who is allowed to speak at the commencement?

MAIN ACTIVITY  OF THE WEEK #2:
Based on the feature, “The U.S. at a glance” (p.7)

VOCABULARY substantial, plaintiffs, vague, shallow, weaponized, conservatives, conspiracy theories, allegation, excessive, exclusive,
hyped, revelatory, relentless, blackouts, prosecutors, domestic terrorism, insurrection

DISCUSS
1. What types of stories do you think should qualify for this feature? What stories do they predict might be included in this
week’s feature?
2. What story most impacts your life? Which story most surprises you, and why?

DO

Note: Before class, create six sets of index cards with the names of each featured city and the title of each article written on
separate cards.
1. Divide students into six groups. On a U.S. map, ask each group to find the locations of the six featured cities on the cards.
Challenge each group to match the headlines on the cards with the U.S. cities in which the events took place. Compare
predictions with another group and try to reach consensus if answers differ.
2. Invite each group to select one of the articles for further review. For their article, challenge each group to:

● Summarize the story in one sentence.
● Identify 1-3 possible causes and 1-3 possible effects of the event.
● Identify the primary conflict or issue and who is involved.
● Reach consensus, if possible, on a position related to the conflict.
● Identify connections between the event and other stories in The Week.
● Identify how, if at all, the event impacts their lives or the lives of students their age.
● Predict the status of the story or event one month and one year from now.

3. Invite each group to present its information. Challenge students to find connections among the featured stories. What do
they think the stories reveal about our country?
4. Challenge students to imagine that they have been asked to create a “School at a glance” feature. Invite them to write six
stories, using this feature as a model.

EXTEND Invite students to select one of the stories to track over the next month. How, if at all, do their positions related to the stories
change or evolve?

* Note : On your computer or mobile device, click or tap blue links to access linked content. Visit www.theweek.com/teachers to see all our lesson guides.

https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-1/
https://www.bing.com/search?q=limitations+of+freedom+of+speech&cvid=f01d5d68bc9a4b94badc626b149e9702&aqs=edge.0.69i59j0j69i57j0l6j69i11004.1491j0j1&pglt=41&FORM=ANNAB1&PC=U531
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/991
http://www.theweek.com/teachers

