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4
How Facebook
amplifies anger and
lies

News
Facebook was hit with a tidal wave of revelations from leaked
internal documents, which depict the social media giant as a
malignant force that knowingly prioritized profit over public good.

Media Studies
Government

5 Democrats near deal
on social spending bill News

Congressional Democrats and the White House appeared close to
finalizing a deal on President Biden’s social spending and climate
change bill, potentially bringing an end to five months of often bitter
intraparty haggling.

Government
Civics

11 Peering at the edge of
the universe News NASA is preparing to launch the most powerful space telescope

ever. What will it see?
Science

Technology

16 Covid: The ‘endemic’
phase is near Opinion

Daily new cases of Covid-19 have declined to about 70,000, less
than half of the mid-September high, and as vaccination rates slowly
rise and the Delta variant burns through the unvaccinated
population, the virus now has “fewer people to infect.”

Health
Science

17 Police: Fighting
vaccine mandates Opinion

Police unions in several major cities are fighting vaccine mandates
meant to protect city employees and “the people they encounter
while doing their jobs.”

Government
Civics

BRIEFLY: Quick Questions & Ideas To Engage Students

A cover-up of Wuhan
research
PAGE 12

1. What do you know about the significance of Wuhan, China?
2. What is “gain of function” research, and how does it relate to Covid-19?
3. Which statements in the article are factual, and which are opinion? Based on the facts, what is your opinion of the relationship between

the Wuhan lab research and the pandemic, and the information or misinformation related to it?

Free speech: For me,
not for thee
PAGE 17

1. How do you interpret this sentence from the article: “.. in academia, there are now ‘rigid ideological requirements’ for free speech, and
dissenting views are not tolerated?”

2. What do you know about First Amendment rights as they relate to freedom of speech? How, if at all, does this story relate to the First
Amendment?

3. Why do you think MIT disinvited Chicago geophysicist Dorian Abbot to speak on its campus?
4. What is the meaning of the article’s headline?

The Baldwin
shooting: A reckoning

for Hollywood
PAGE 25

1. How did cinematographer Halyna Hutchins die?
2. How, if at all, does Hutchins’ death relate to strikes by union members who work on movie sets?
3. How are movie producers relating tragedies like this one to the surge in streaming services?
4. Do you think criminal charges should be filed in this case and, if so, who should be charged?

FEATURE OF THE WEEK: The Cover

Invite students to look at this week’s cover and answer the questions.

1. Describe the illustration on this week’s cover. Who is represented in the image?
What symbolism is used as part of the illustration, and why?
2. What story from this week’s issue does the illustration represent?
3. What do you think the illustrator’’s  point of view is on this story, based on the
illustration?



MAIN ACTIVITY OF THE WEEK #1 :
Based on the article, “How Facebook amplifies anger and lies” (p. 4)

VOCABULARY revelations, depict, culled, whistleblower, engagement, revenue, provoked, incentives, democracy, lax, lunacy, havoc,
vulnerable, catastrophic, proliferation, barrage, traffickers, cynical

1. What is the responsibility of social media companies to ensure that user-created content is factual?
2. From what social media site, if any, do you get your news? Do you assume that news is true and accurate?

DO

1. Hang two signs in opposite corners of the room: one that says, “profit” and one that says, “public good.” Explain to
students that they will create a human barometer where they will stand at the point at or between the signs that reflects
their answer to a question. Read the following question, and invite students to move to the spot that reflects their answer:
Which of these two priorities (profit or public good) should be more important to social media companies? Invite students
to explain the spot they selected, and invite respectful, spirited debate if students disagree.
2. Ask students if they know anything about how current news about Facebook relates to the introductory question. Invite
student groups to read and annotate the article and to highlight all of the revelations from leaked internal documents that
support the headline that Facebook amplifies anger and lies.
3. Direct each group to create a four-column chart. List each of Facebook’s actions in the first column on the chart. Then,
challenge each group to complete the chart with the following information. In column two, list the impact of each action on
Facebook as a company. In column three, list the impact of each action on Facebook’s users. In column four, list the
impact of each action on society as a whole. Actions can be short- or long-term.
4. Invite each group to share and compare its chart with another group. Then, challenge each larger group to rank the
actions they listed from those they feel are most incendiary and destructive to least. Invite groups to report out the 3-5
actions they feel are most destructive.
5. Finally, invite students to support or refute one of these quotes from the article: (1) “Facebook deserves all ‘the public
scorn it has earned.’” (2) “If you give the whole world a blank canvas,” some will make art and some “will create horrible,
hateful stuff.” Is that really Facebook’s fault? How could it possibly control what users post?

EXTEND This week’s cover illustrates this news story. Challenge students to imagine they have been asked to create their own cover
to reflect this story. Who and what would they illustrate, and why?

MAIN ACTIVITY  OF THE WEEK #2 :
Based on articles from throughout the issue

VOCABULARY Constitution, amendment, right, preamble, law, amendment, founder

DISCUSS 1. Why was the U.S. Constitution amended after it was written?
2. Which amendment do you most value, and why? How would your life be different if that amendment had not been ratified?

DO

1. Write the word, “amendment,” and ask students if they know what it means. Explain that an amendment is a change to a
document. Ask students if they know how many amendments there have been to the U.S. Constitution. Explain that there
were 10 original amendments in the Bill of Rights. There have since been 17 additional amendments. Ask students why
they think our nation needed to amend the Constitution. Explain that the Founders knew that, as our country grew and
times changed, it would need a mechanism in place to stay relevant to the needs of the U.S. citizens. So they provided that
mechanism in Article V of the Constitution. The Constitution provides two methods for making amendments. The U.S.
Congress can pass a bill setting out a proposed amendment by a vote of two thirds in each body. Or a constitutional
convention can be convened by a vote of two thirds of the state legislatures, which will propose one or more amendments.
(This has never happened.) The amendments only become effective after being ratified by 3/4 of the states.
2. Invite student groups to review all 27 amendments and to summarize each one into 10 words or less. Then, challenge
them to explain why, if at all, each amendment is important and still relevant.
3. Challenge the groups to identify five amendments they think impact their lives the most and the five that are most
significant to our nation as a whole.
4. Finally, challenge students to identify articles from this week’s issue that represent or relate to as many amendments as
possible.

EXTEND Invite students to imagine that they have been asked to write a 28th amendment, based on our nation’s current needs. What
would they select, and why?

* Note : On your computer or mobile device, click or tap blue links to access linked content. Visit www.theweek.com/teachers to see all our lesson guides.

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution/article-v.html
https://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h926.html
http://www.theweek.com/teachers

