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The Week
at a

Glance

4 Manchin’s stance
threatens Biden agenda News

Panicked Democrats tried to fashion a path forward for federal voting
rights legislation—and for Biden’s ambitious progressive
agenda—after Sen.Joe Manchin declared he would not support the
sweeping voting bill H.R. 1 or a change to Senate filibuster rules.

Government

6
The ‘lab leak’
hypothesis: What does
the evidence suggest?

News

The initial consensus among scientists was that the virus that causes
Covid-19 jumped from horseshoe bats in southern China to humans
by “zoonotic spillover,” most likely through close proximity of species
at the Wuhan live-animal market. But now it’s clear we have two
“dueling hypotheses, each with missing evidence.”

World Studies
Health

7 Charlottesville, Va. Off
the pedestal News

The Charlottesville City Council voted unanimously to remove
statues of Confederate generals Robert E. Lee and Stonewall
Jackson from public parks, almost four years after attempts to
remove them incited the white supremacist “Unite the Right” rally.

American History
Government

Civics

11
The Tulsa Race
Massacre News A century ago this month, a white mob destroyed a thriving Black

neighborhood in Tulsa. What happened, and how much was lost?

American History
Givics

17 Osaka: A tennis star’s
struggle with anxiety News

Before the start of the French Open, tennis star Naomi Osaka
announced that she planned to skip its obligatory press conferences,
writing that aggressive questioning by reporters deepens the anxiety
and depression she’s suffered since winning the 2018 U.S. Open.
French Open Officials fined her $15,000 for refusing to meet with the
press; she then withdrew from the tournament.

Health
Business

BRIEFLY: Quick Questions & Ideas To Engage Students

Charlottesville, Va:
Off the pedestal
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1. What do you think this article is about, based on its headline?
2. What unanimous vote took place last week by the Charlottesville City Council? Why, if at all, was this vote significant?
3. What are the two differing points of view about removing Confederate statues and monuments? Which most closely aligns with your

point of view, and why?
4. Should all Confederate statues and monuments across the U.S. be removed? Explain your answer.

Facebook: Trump’s
two-year time out

PAGE 16

1. What decision was recently reached by Facebook regarding President Trump’s ban, and why could this have “major implications for
American politics”?

2. According to the article, why is “no one happy with Facebook right now”?
3. What do you know about why President Trump was originally banned by Facebook? Did you agree with this decision? Why or why not?
4. What is your opinion on Facebook’s latest decision?

Ransomware: An
epidemic of digital

extortion
PAGE 37

1. What is ransomware, and why has it been in the news lately?
2. According to the article, what are some recent examples of cyberattacks on infrastructure?
3. Why would a person or group target companies and industries and attack their infrastructures?
4. How has or could ransomware impact you?

FEATURE OF THE WEEK: The Cover

Invite students to look at this week’s cover and answer the questions.

1. Describe the illustration on this week’s cover. What story does the image tell?
2. List the symbols in the illustration, and explain what each represents and why
each is used. How does the illustrator use specific techniques, like exaggeration,
to tell a story?
3. What do you think the illustrator's point of view is on this story, based on the
choices in the illustration?



MAIN ACTIVITY OF THE WEEK #1 :
Based on the article, “The Tulsa Race Massacre” (p. 11)

VOCABULARY segregated, patronizing, resented, disproved, superiority, accusation, tantamount, lynch mob, scuffle, looted, ransacked,
massacre, custody, prominent, shanties, commission, accumulate, academic, taboo, centennial, historical trauma

DISCUSS 1. What is the difference between a riot and a massacre?
2. Why do you think this story was kept from the history books for so many years?

DO (IN PERSON OR
REMOTE)

1. Read the following series of sentences: A century ago this month was one of the darkest events in American history. It
was called the Tulsa Race Massacre. The event remains one of the worst incidents of racial violence in U.S. history, and, for
more than 80 years, it remained one of the least-known.
2. Ask student groups to identify what, if anything, they know about the Tulsa Race Massacre. Then, invite them to create
a list of questions they have about it and to share their questions with the class.
3. Explain to students that they will learn about the Tulsa Race Massacre by reading, listening, and viewing primary and
secondary sources. Along the way, they will seek to answer their questions and the questions of other groups. They will
also be challenged to help others in their community learn about and remember the Tulsa Race Massacre by writing and
producing their own one-minute video about it.
4. Direct students to complete four stops in this learning journey. For stop 1, they must select a primary source
photograph from the Tulsa Race Massacre to analyze. They can find photographs here and here. Challenge them to
record what they see in the image, identify what they think is happening, determine why they think the photograph was
taken, and what they can learn about the Tulsa Race Massacre by examining it,
5. For stop 2, they must listen to an oral history by someone who was present at the Tulsa Race Massacre. They can find
oral histories here. For their oral histories, they must record who is being interviewed, his or her role or relationship to the
Tulsa Race Massacre, what they learn about the Massacre from this oral history, the subject’s point of view, and what
they are still curious about.
6. For stop 3, they must watch a video about the Tulsa Race Massacre. They can search YouTube or watch the videos
here, here, here, or here. For the videos, they must record what they learn and what they are still curious about.
7, For stop 4, they must read and annotate a primary or secondary article such as the one in this week’s issue.
8. Once student groups have completed each step, invite them to record answers to their own questions and to travel to
different groups to help answer their questions.
9. Finally, challenge student groups to demonstrate what they learned from each source by creating the script for and
producing a one-minute video about the Tulsa Race Massacre.

EXTEND Invite students to create a community film festival to showcase and exhibit their videos, and to educate others in the
community about the Tulsa Race Massacre.

MAIN FEATURE OF THE WEEK #2:
Based on several articles in this week’s issue

VOCABULARY limited government, republicanism, checks and balances, separation of powers, sovereignty

DISCUSS
1.Do you think the Constitution is still relevant today?
2. What, if anything, would you change or add to the Constitution?

DO (IN PERSON
OR REMOTE)

1. On separate flip chart papers or online slides, write each of the following terms: limited government, republicanism,
checks and balances, separation of powers, and sovereignty. Invite students to do an in-person or virtual gallery walk and
write what they know about each term on the related paper or slide. Review answers. Challenge students to identify what
all of the terms have in common. Explain that these terms are known as the six big ideas in the United States Constitution.
Ask students what they think is meant by the term “big idea,”
2. Direct student groups to create a three-column chart. In the first column, direct students to write the names of each of
the six big ideas on separate rows. In the second column, challenge them to define each idea. In the third, challenge them
to explain the reasoning behind each idea and its significance for the Founding Founders. For example, checks and
balances means that each branch of government (executive, legislative, and judicial) has the ability to restrain by amending
or vetoing acts of the other two branches.The reason the Founders included it is to prevent one branch of government from
gaining too much power. Give students ample time to complete the chart. They can learn more by visiting the interactive
constitution at the National Constitution Center. Encourage each group to compare answers with another group.
3. Assign or allow each group to select one of the big ideas to research further. Challenge each group to conduct research
and work together to identify the following: (1) where in the constitution their big idea can be found; (2) 1-3 events from U.S.
history that brings their big idea to life; (3) an article in this week’s issue that relates to or exemplifies their big idea; and (4)
why their big idea is still relevant today, Once they have completed their research, challenge students to compile it into an
online slideshow using Google slides, Prezi, or another tool of their choice.
4. Invite each group to present its slideshow. Once all groups have presented, challenge students to reach consensus
about which of the six big ideas is most relevant today, and why.

EXTEND Challenge students to read about the history of the U.S. Constitution by reading this article from the National Archives.
* Note : On your computer or mobile device, click or tap blue links to access linked content. Visit www.theweek.com/teachers to see all our lesson guides.

https://www.tulsahistory.org/exhibit/1921-tulsa-race-massacre/photos/#gallery/79fff4159cc1ef156d2a88222449c2e5/1522
https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/tulsa-race-massacre#&gid=ci024dc7d0400027cb&pid=tulsa-riot-gettyimages-956085158
https://www.tulsahistory.org/exhibit/1921-tulsa-race-massacre/audio/
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?10225
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nc7lXBL9mng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhoAGJUDEvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lezj-fjf-hA
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/the-constitution
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/more-perfect-union
http://www.theweek.com/teachers

