
May 21, 2021
Issue 1028

The Week
at a

Glance

4
Jobs report sparks
debate over Biden’s
policies

News
Republicans and Democrats sparred over how to spark hiring and
boost the economy in the wake of a jobs report that fell drastically
short of expectations.

Government
Economics

6
Social media:
Facebook’s Trump
problem

News

In a much anticipated ruling, Facebook’s independent Oversight
Board upheld the indefinite suspension of former President Donald
Trump for incendiary posts about the “stolen” election and the Jan.
6 Capitol riot, but set a six-month deadline for Facebook either to
reinstate Trump or make his ban permanent.

Politics
Media Studies

7 Austin: Ballot bars News In a party-line 3 a.m. vote, the Texas House passed a Republican
bill that would impose new restrictions on voting.

Government
Civics

9
Jerusalem: Open
warfare News

Weeks of rising tensions between Israel and the Palestinians
exploded into open conflict with the militant group Hamas launching
hundreds of rockets from Gaza and Israel responding with
airstrikes.

World Studies

11 Vaccinating the world News To beat Covid-19, the world needs about 7 billion doses of vaccine.
How do we get there?

Government
Science
Health

BRIEFLY: Quick Questions & Ideas To Engage Students

Vaccines authorized
for younger teens as

Covid cases fall
PAGE 5

1. What significant development related to the Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine was announced last week?
2. What is herd immunity? According to the article, how can this announcement help the U.S. move closer toward herd immunity?
3. Why did FDA approval for 12-15-year-olds to get the vaccine come after approval for adults?
4. What information, if any, would you like to learn about the Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine?

Austin: Ballot bars
PAGE 7

1. According to the article, what bill was passed at 3:00am in Texas last week?
2. What does the term “party-line vote” mean?
3. How would you describe the pieces of legislation that were part of this bill? How, if at all, do you think this legislation is related to the

2020 presidential election?

Cybercrime: A
tightening web of

threats and attacks
PAGE 22

1. What is cybercrime, and why is it in the news this week?
2. Who claimed responsibility for the hacking of Colonial Pipeline, and why is this so significant? How is hacking a new type of warfare?
3. In what ways did the hacking of Colonial Pipeline impact both the American economy and its citizens?
4. Do you think that cybercrime should be a major focus of the Biden administration? Why or why not?

FEATURE OF THE WEEK: The Cover

Invite students to look at this week’s cover and answer the questions.

1. Describe the illustration on this week’s cover. What story does the image tell?
2. List the symbols in the illustration, and explain what each represents and why
each is used. How does the illustrator use specific techniques, like exaggeration,
to tell a story?
3. What do you think the illustrator's point of view is on this story, based on the
choices in the illustration?



MAIN ACTIVITY OF THE WEEK #1 :
Based on the article, “Social media: Facebook’s Trump problem”” (p. 6)

VOCABULARY oversight, suspension, incendiary, reinstate, irksome, articulated, arbiter, moderators, inflammatory, transparency,
censorship, biased, indefensible, graver, democracy, conspiracy, claim, dominates, indisputable

DISCUSS
1. When, if at all, should freedom of speech be censored or limited?
2. Should anyone be able to say whatever they want on social media? Explain your answer.
3. Should social media sites be able to censor what people say on their platforms? If so, when or why?

DO (IN PERSON OR
REMOTE)

1. Label the four corners of the room or an online slide with signs or squares reading “Strongly Agree,” “Agree,” “Disagree,”
and “Strongly Disagree.” Read the following statements to students, and challenge them to walk to or use a symbol to
indicate their positions: (1) I should have the freedom to write whatever I want on my social media posts. (2) Political leaders
should have the right to write whatever they want on their social media posts. (3) Social media sites should have the right to
censor social media posts on their platforms. Discuss student answers. What questions do students have about these
statements? Do students know which constitutional amendment these questions relate to?
2. Introduce the term “Freedom of Speech,” and ask students what they know about it. Invite them to read the text of the
First Amendment. In small groups, challenge them to summarize the rights and limitations of this freedom. They can find
additional information here.  Remind students that Freedom of Speech, as outlined in the Constitution, protects your speech
from government censorship and that there are limitations.
3. Ask students how, if at all, principles and limitations of Freedom of Speech relate to social media. Social media platforms
are private companies and have the right to censor what people post in accordance with their censorship policies. Ask
students if they know the censorship policies of any of the social media sites they use. Challenge students to select one
limitation of free speech (threats, defamation, blackmail, obscenity, child pornography, solicitation to commit crimes, perjury,
plagiarism, etc.) and at least two social media sites to research. Social media sites could include Instagram, Facebook,
Twitter, Snapchat, Tik Tok, or YouTube among others. Challenge students to summarize each site’s rules related to the
limitation they selected. Allow students to report out/compare answers with other students. An interactive primer can be
found here. Discuss: What, if anything, surprises students about the guidelines they researched.
4. Invite students to read the article. Based on what they have learned, challenge them to repeat the introductory exercise.

EXTEND Invite students to read about the landmark 1969 Supreme Court case, “Tinker v. Des Moines” that cemented students’ rights
to free speech in public schools.

MAIN FEATURE OF THE WEEK #2:
Based on the feature, “Jerusalem: Open warfare?” (p. 9)

VOCABULARY warfare, tension, conflict, militant, retaliated, airstrikes, de-escalate, eruption, protesting, evict, confrontation, raid, mosque.
barrage, tampering, occupiers

DISCUSS 1. What are your questions about the current escalating conflict between Israel and Palestine?
2. Do you think the United States can or should have a role in helping end this current conflict? Explain.

DO (IN PERSON
OR REMOTE)

1. Ask students what, if anything, they know about the current and escalating Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Ask them to watch
this speech by President Biden and in small groups invite them to create W/H questions about the conflict. These questions
could include: Why are Israelis and Palestinians fighting? What prompted this latest escalation? When did the escalation
start? How is the United States responding? How many people have been injured or killed? Where is the worst violence
happening? Why is this conflict different from past ones? Once students have their questions, challenge them to conduct
research to learn the answers. Primers on this latest escalation can be found here, here, here, and here. Invite each group to
share its questions and answers with another group in person or in an online breakout room. Come back together as a class,
and invite students to share what they learned and what questions, if any, they still have.
2.Invite students to find Jerusalem and Gaza on a map. Explain that, in a conflict like this, there are multiple points of view on
what has led to the conflict, what is currently happening, how it should be resolved and/or what should happen next.
Encourage students to listen to this radio interview that interviews two parents, one Israeli and one Palestinian, for some
perspective. Challenge student groups to conduct research to learn and summarize the points of view of Israelis and
Palestinians on the current conflict. If it is easier, they can answer a question\ such as: Why are we in conflict with ____?
3. Invite students to present both points of view to another group, and challenge the larger group to compare and reach
consensus on one point of view for each side.
4. Finally, challenge students to answer these questions: Should the United States have a role in helping to end the current
conflict between Israel and Palestine? If so, why? What should that role be? If not, why not?

EXTEND Invite students to view and discuss images of the current conflict. Note: All images should be previewed to ensure that they
are appropriate for your students.

* Note : On your computer or mobile device, click or tap blue links to access linked content. Visit www.theweek.com/teachers to see all our lesson guides.

https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/first_amendment
https://www.freedomforuminstitute.org/first-amendment-center/primers/basics/
https://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/about-educational-outreach/activity-resources/what-does
https://help.instagram.com/477434105621119/?helpref=hc_fnav&bc[0]=Instagram%20Help&bc[1]=Policies%20and%20Reporting
https://www.facebook.com/communitystandards/
https://help.twitter.com/en/rules-and-policies/twitter-rules
https://www.snap.com/en-US/community-guidelines/
https://www.tiktok.com/community-guidelines?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/howyoutubeworks/policies/community-guidelines/#community-guidelines
https://www.freedomforuminstitute.org/first-amendment-center/primers/free-expression-on-social-media/
https://www.aclu.org/other/tinker-v-des-moines-landmark-supreme-court-ruling-behalf-student-expression
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Joe+Biden+Breaking+News&&view=detail&mid=9193C3BF2E15C069D6779193C3BF2E15C069D677&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DJoe%2BBiden%2BBreaking%2BNews%26FORM%3DRESTAB
https://www.msn.com/en-ie/news/other/why-are-israel-and-palestine-fighting-again-gaza-conflict-explained/ar-BB1gGWuu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhtrsXi1NWQ
https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/12/middleeast/israel-palestinian-explainer-intl-cmd/index.html
https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18079996/israel-palestine-conflict-guide-explainer
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/13/996446086/middle-east-crisis-through-2-parents-eyes-1-israeli-1-palestinian
https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/12/middleeast/gallery/israeli-palestinian-tensions-2021/index.html
http://www.theweek.com/teachers

