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at a

Glance

4 Biden’s big pitch for his
own New Deal News

President Biden marked his first 100 days in office by unveiling the
$1.8 trillion American Families Plan, the latest in a $6 trillion
package of bills that seek to reshape the U.S. economy and the role
of the federal government.

Government

7 Washington, D.C. Red
states gain in census News

New state population totals released by the U.S. Census Bureau
revealed that traditionally conservative red states will gain
congressional seats at the expense of historically liberal blue ones
at the start of the next Congress.

Government
Civics

11 Police traffic stops and
racism News As social justice advocates target police violence against people of

color, traffic stops are under growing scrutiny.
Legal Studies

Civics

18
Reparations: How would
they work? Opinion

With the nation experiencing a racial reckoning after the death of
George Floyd, several jurisdictions— including the state of
California and the cities of Asheville, N.C., and Evanston, Ill.—have
either already passed reparations initiatives or are studying how
slavery and decades of segregation and institutional racism have
disadvantaged African- Americans.

American History
Government

Civics

19 Armenian genocide:
Finally, recognition Opinion

President Biden became the first U.S. president to formally brand
the Ottoman Empire’s massacre of up to 1.5 million Armenians from
1915 to 1923 an attempt at exterminating an entire people.

World Studies
Government

BRIEFLY: Quick Questions & Ideas To Engage Students

The pandemic:
Dreading a return to

normal
PAGE 8

1. What do you think this article is about, based on its headline?
2. What did a recent survey by the American Psychological Association reveal about Americans’ feelings on emerging post-pandemic?
3. Why are many Americans feeling “reentry fear”? How do you feel about returning to pre-pandemic life?
4. What advice does the article share for those who may be feeling anxious?

How to sell a hit in
2021

PAGE 22

1. From which social media sites, if any, do you learn about new music?
2. How do you think a new song trends on social media sites like Tik Tok, Instagram, or YouTube?
3. What does this article reveal about the power of social media sites to determine which music trends? How has the music industry been

changed and shaped by new technologies
4. What advice would you give to a young artist who wanted his or her music to gain exposure?

The video game job
interview
PAGE 37

1. How is a Mark Cuban-backed company using a video game as part of the job interview process?
2. According to the article, what will this video game reveal that a traditional job interview might not?
3. What companies or industries do you predict would use this interview process, and why?
4. How would this type of interview change the way you prepare for an interview?

FEATURE OF THE WEEK: The Cover

Invite students to look at this week’s cover and answer the questions.

1. Describe the illustration on this week’s cover. What story does the image tell?
2. List the symbols in the illustration, and explain what each represents and why
each is used. How does the illustrator use specific techniques, like exaggeration,
to tell a story?
3. What do you think the illustrator's point of view is on this story, based on the
choices in the illustration?



MAIN ACTIVITY OF THE WEEK #1 :
Based on the article, “Biden’s big pitch for his own New Deal” (p. 4)

VOCABULARY unveiling. provisions, access, subsidies, earmark, progressive, hard-pressed, moderation, inevitable, leverage, bipartisan,
consensus, stunning, tangible, monumentally, entitlements, bromides, backlash, kerfuffles. relentless

DISCUSS
1.What qualities are most important for a U.S. president to have? Of the ones you chose, which does President Biden
exhibit?
2. How, if at all, should an administration be judged based on its first 100 days?

DO (IN PERSON OR
REMOTE)

1. Write these presidents’ names on signs or digital slides: Trump, Obama, Bush (W), Clinton, Bush, and Reagan. Read the
following accomplishments aloud, and challenge students to stand by the sign of the president whose accomplishment this
was within his first 100 days in office: (1) Proposed major cuts in taxes and domestic spending and an increase in military
spending (Reagan); (2) House passed tax proposal, eventually signed in June, to slash income tax rates Bush W.); (3) Got
Neil Gorsuch confirmed by Congress for U.S. Supreme Court (Trump); (4) Got stimulus bill passed; children's health care
expanded; equal-pay protections bolstered; federal ban on embryonic stem-cell research lifted (Obama); (5) Submitted plan
to bail out troubled savings and loans, eventually signed in August (Bush); and (6) Got Family and Medical Leave Act signed
(Clinton).
2. Ask students what they know about why a president’s first 100 days is significant. Explain that the term was coined in a
July 24, 1933, radio address by U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, although he was referring to the 100-day session of
the 73rd United States Congress rather than the first 100 days of his administration. According to www.538.com, “by his
100th day in office, Franklin D. Roosevelt had already begun to reshape the government's role in the American economy. He
declared and then lifted a national banking holiday, signed bills that provided government relief for farmers and the
unemployed, and pushed for new federal jobs programs.” Since Roosevelt’s presidency, the first hundred days of a first-term
presidency of a President of the United States are often used to measure the successes and accomplishments of a
president during the time that the president's power and influence are at their greatest.
3. Ask students to evaluate the 100-day accomplishments of each of the last six presidents. Which seem most significant?
Least significant?
4. Direct students to read and annotate the article about President Biden’s first 100 days. Direct them to highlight information
that outlines initiatives he has implemented or proposed in one color, quotes that support these initiatives or proposals in
another, and quotes that oppose these initiatives or proposals in a third color. Then, challenge them to answer these
questions: What have been President Biden’s most significant accomplishments in his first 100 days? Why is he being
compared by some to President Roosevelt? What three words would you use to describe his first 100 days? In your opinion,
have his first 100 days been a success or a failure? Explain your answer.

EXTEND Have students read or watch President Biden’s inauguration speech and compare his first 100 days to the promises and
agenda he outlined.

MAIN FEATURE OF THE WEEK #2:
Based on the article, “Reparations: How would they work?” (p. 18)

VOCABULARY reparations. racial reckoning, jurisdictions, institutional racism, collective action, economic equality, discrimination,
segregation, disparities, remedy, conservatives, tenet, abolished, redlining, condemned, descendents

DISCUSS 1.  In what instances, if any, should a person or group of people pay a debt based on the actions of previous generations?
2. What is the risk of looking at one side of a controversial issue?

DO (IN PERSON
OR REMOTE)

1. Read or write the following two quotes from the article: (1) ““It is natural for a just nation to want to cleanse its soul .. but
how is it fair to ask modern Americans to pay for an evil in which they played no part?”; and (2) “Actually, all conservatives
should support reparations, said Gary Abernathy in The Washington Post. It’s a ‘tenet of conservatism’ that Americans should
enjoy ‘a level playing field,’ but more than a century of institutional racism and segregation after slavery was abolished have
given whites an unfair advantage.” Ask students what news story, event, or issue they think the quotes are describing. Invite
them to read the story and to highlight quotes that support reparations in one color and those that oppose it in another color.
Ask students which side or quote most closely represents their viewpoints on reparations. What questions, if any, do they
have about reparations? Give students time to conduct additional research to help them formulate an informed opinion. Invite
students to respectfully discuss their opinions in small groups.
2. Invite students to select another article from the issue about a controversial topic. Before reading the article, direct them to
summarize what they know and what their opinion is about the topic or news event. Then, challenge them to research four
different people’s opinions on the topic. These opinions can come from the article itself or from other sources. Along with the
opinions, direct them to list information about each person, any relevant affiliations, and why he or she might have that
opinion.
3. Invite each student to summarize whether any of the opinions they researched changed their own and which person’s
viewpoint they most agree and most disagree with, and why.
4. Finally, create an “agree” and “disagree” wall and invite students to write out the opinions they most agree with and most
disagree with on sticky notes and post on the walls.
5.Challenge students to draw conclusions about the importance of examining multiple viewpoints on controversial topics.

EXTEND Invite students to create a Week-style “Talking points” article that supports one of the opinions they selected.
* Note : On your computer or mobile device, click or tap blue links to access linked content. Visit www.theweek.com/teachers to see all our lesson guides.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/01/20/inaugural-address-by-president-joseph-r-biden-jr/
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/watch-full-speech-president-biden-delivers-inaugural-address-99733573974
http://www.theweek.com/teachers

